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Parent Carer Forum J anuar y 2 0 2 4

Cheshire West & Chester

There is still time to complete the PCF Survey.

) We need only 5 minutes of your time®’

RSS

For all those families who either live in Cheshire West or whose children attend a Cheshire West school.

Please can we ask that you share and complete this survey.
Closing date 31st January 2024
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Parent Carer Forum

heshire West

~Surve
2024

Dear Parent or Carer

We are the Parent Carer Forum, a group of volunteer parents and carers in Cheshire West
and Chester who have children and young people with Special Educational Needs and /
or a Disability (SEND), working in partnership with professionals.

In 2022 539 of you took the time to give feedback on your
experiences. These views were fed directly into the Ofsted
inspection that took place in February 2022.

We need your views again! without them we can’t push for progress
and focus resources on the things that matter to you and your families.

If we could ask you to take 5 minute of your time so that we can capture your
experiences and track progress since 2022, we would really appreciate it.

It is your opportunity to make a difference.

If you have more than one child it would be really helpful if you could complete a survey
for each child with SEND. There is certain information that we will need to capture to help
us understand how your experience may differ from others across the borough. If you
have any questions about this survey, would like a printed copy or require any assistance
in giving us your feedback, please contact us at contact.pcfcwac@gmail.com

« We will complete an analysis of the survey and take a report
to local decision makers from education, health, social care and
voluntary sector across Cheshire West and Chester.

« We will publish the report on our website and on the LiveWell
website www livewell.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk by May 2024

« We will use the information to influence change in local services.

COMPLETE THE PCF SURVEY 2024

Scan the QR code on the right
or go to www.pcfcheshirewest.org/survey2024

Email: contact.pcfcwac@gmail.com  www.pcfcheshirewest.org

Please use the link below to complete the survey
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@ PCF February 2024
paren Caer Forum In-Person Forum

Live Well - Meet the professionals behind the services that support
your child/young person.
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PCE

Parent Carer Forum
Cheshire West & Chester

Live Well - Meet the professionals
behind the services that support
your child/young person
Also a Mental Health Services Update on the day.

Stands & Information on activities, groups and services
in your area to view during the breaks.

Free Lunch & Refreshments.
Free Parking. Wheelchair Accessible.

Book online today to reserve your place.
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Presentation from The SEND Tearm in

Nov 23, Q&As - Roles andy %

Responsibilities, Attendance and
Exclusion, Alternative Provision

Joanne Southall » Jan 23, 2024

PFC November Forum SEND Team - Your Questions

Questions from our Parent/Carers have been answered by the Education/SEN team at CWaC...

Roles and Responsibilities of the SEND Team — Karen Cove

1.Will the SEND manager’s role be shared?

Yes this has been sent to Emma Walker to put on the local offer.

4.How will parents have their say in the all age autism strategy?

Karen Cove has requested PCF representation in the first instance and then from that work will

develop around consultation as the strategy develops.

Inclusion — Paul Arista
1.ls there investment in mainstream?
We will be supporting mainstream schools with funding to ensure that they are able to meet the

needs of the young person.

RSS

To view all the questions our parents/carers put to the SEND Team and their answers please visit our

website using the link below....
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Inclusion Focus Group

Following on from the November in-person Forum with the SEND Team are members told us they want their voices
and experiences to be heard when it comes to attendance, exclusions and alternative provision. At the Forum 18
families registered to join an Inclusion Focus Group, to these families, you do not need to register again, we will be in
touch.

If you were unable to attend the Forum and would like to join the Inclusion Focus Group, please register your interest
by using the link below.

< SIF ancl Learn &

<, HALL Qe

G SMITH Semoess  oxes
DOWN SYNDROME D | \/ 1] HIGHER COURT ADVOCATES

WWHITTINGHAM e

22"February 2024

DS Cheshire, Denton H Denton Drive, Northwich, CW9 7LU

We are delighted to be working in partnership with Down Syndrome Cheshire and Hall Smith Whittingham
Solicitors to host a Sip and Learn coffee event on 22nd February 2024

Come along to Sip and Learn on the 22nd of February at 10am to catch up with other parents in an informal setting.

The session will run from 10am to 12pm.
No need to book. Just come along and have a chance to Sip and Learn.
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Your childiyoung person doesn't need to have a diagnosis to access the PCF.

The aim of the PCF...

Ely

Parent Carer Foruam

Cheshire West & Chestar

2023-2024

Wed 22 Nov, 10:00am - 02-=00pm ‘Wed 11 Oct, 10:30am - 11:30am
Wicars Cross Golf Club, Chester Where do | go for suppart?
SN Team IASS
Attendance & Exclusion Carers Trust
Ahternative Provision - What kit
2024
2024 Wed 20 March, 10:30am - 11:30am
Wed 7 Feb, 10:00am - 02:00pm ‘Shart Breaks and Wrap asound care update.
Hartford Golf Club, Hartford ETEE - Education cther than at Schoal -
Liwe Well - Meet the professionals wha Wihat is it
support your child
Mienkal Heabth Services Update -""l"l‘“;“"m
Wed 22 May, 10:00am - 02:00pm 2023 Parent Carer Survey results
Heoliday Inn, Ellesmere Port
Preparation ta Adulthood
Sl S‘l’gm-nh List of dates will be on owr website,
Transitianing ta Adulthacd services new dates added throughout the year.

Check our website for more information, previous events,
or watch again on our YouTube channel

To book any of our e for more information,
scan the QR code, or visit our website.

www.pcfcheshirewest.org

With much more to come in 2024 don't forget that you can keep up to date with the latest PCF news
and signposting information by checking our website and following us on Facebook.

o 6

. Signposting News

Going to College - A special information evening for young people with SEND and their parents
Thursday 25th January 2024 4pm — 6pm
Venue: Greenbank School, Greenbank Lane, Hartford, Northwich, CW8 1LD
This event is for primarily for those in Year 9 upwards. It will be an informative event that will help you understand the
next steps and how to have a clear destination for post-16.
Speaker(s): Cheshire College South and West, Warrington Vale Royal College, Coleg Cambria, Reaseheath College,
Wirral Met College and Petty Pool College
Topics covered will include:
What options are available
How is a typical programme delivered
How are young people with SEND supported within a College environment.
To register to attend the event, please visit www.tinyurl.com/goingcollege
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Golng to
college

A special information evening
for young people with SEND
and their parents

Thu rsday 25 Jan uary 2024 Speaker(s): Cheshire College South and West,
‘ Warrington Vale Royal College, Coleg Cambria,

4pm - Gpm Reaseheath College, Wirral Met College and
Petty Pool College.
Greenbank School, Greenbank Lane,

Hartford, Northwich, CW8 1LD

: . . : . + What options are available
This event is for primarily for those in

Year 9 upwards. It will be an + How s a typical programme delivered

informative event that will help you « Howare young people with SEND supported
understand the next steps and how to within a College environment.

have a clear destination for post-16.

E.‘ E‘E Toregister to attend the event,
by T please scan the QR code or visit:
EE

[f® Cheshire West
® and Chester
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DROP IN OPEN DAY @petty Pool

for new members Community

29th Feb 4pm - 6pm
1st March 10am - 12noon |

Come along and find out - l "
more about our service for

young people with learning
disabilities and difficulties.

Pool Lane, Chester Road,
Sandiway, Northwich
CwWs8 2DR

01606 889097 www.pettypool.org.uk \

www.pettypool.org.uk

My Life with the Wave

Theatre Porto are reaching out to you on behalf of Interplay Theatre (The National Sensory Theatre), currently
touring their remarkable show, "My Life With The Wave" We believe this production, designed for young people with
Profound and Multiple Learning Disabilities, may resonate with you and / or your networks.
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Mexican Poet Laureate Octavio Paz. The show incorporates movement, sound, digital technology, and physical
interaction to create a truly unforgettable experience.

The show is on at-

The Civic, Ellesmere Port: 13th Feb 11am, 1.30pm, 6pm - https://brioentertainment.org/event/my-life-with-the-
wave/
Theatre Porto, Cheshire: 17th February 11.30am, 2pm, 4pm - My Life with the Wave - Theatre Porto

PLUS, option for this show to visit your school on

Wednesday 14th February
Thursday 15th February
Friday 16th February

Please email jess@theatreporto.org for more details and see attached schools pack.

You can find out more at https://theatreporto.org/mylifewiththewave/
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Participation & Engagement Worker
Cheshire

Hi, I'm Catherine the Participation &
Engagement worker for Cheshire CAMHS.
Iy job is to provide & safe space and
opportunities for Children, Young People,
and their Families (CYPF) to share their
thoughts, feelings, and opinions on all
things CAMHS. | hope that with my
support cur CYPF will feel empowered and
confident to share their lived experience
with us, both good and bad so that we as a
z=rvice can learn, improve, and gain a
better understanding of the young people
and families that we support.

The Learning Disability CAMHS team are currently reviewing the
information they share with the people who use services and would like
your support with this.

Would you be interested in working with us to develop and review
existing resources? If the answer to this is yes or you would like more
information about the opportunities available, you can either discuss
with your local Learning Disability CAMHS team member or you can
contact me via the email address below.

Catherine.ruddl@nhs.net
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The following agencies may be useful contacts for support with your child's transition process:

Subscribe Past Issues

The Autism Service
Transition to High School Online Event

[Via Microsoft Teams)
Date: 7.2.24 Time: 9.30am — 1pm

We are inviting all parents, carers and professionals supporting children in
yearsd, 5 and & to attend.

‘What's happening?

PParent Carer Forum

Parent Caver Forum | Cheshire West
Chhesstar {pyeke bues hiremwesst. areg)

Resrmsarts perers of children and

yaung peogie wit SEND. Provide

sumont through coffee marmings,

drepy i semsians and irfarmagon
awenis.

CHAPS
Cheshire Autism Practical Support

Cheshire Autism Pracicdl Support

Autem Sugpor

Oiffering prarent support and access (o
peren Ering. Providing acfvifies
el s for chilen and yaurg

1455 Inform ation Advice And
Ssupport Sarvice
Inforrmayion Achicerand Sup

2 {IAS S} | Livar Wl

Support servics for parents (o assist
withunderstanding f1e SEN and
chsstility system.

peapie.

[ 1
Autism
Central

PAutism Central for Par enits and Car
s | Aufism Canral

Thesrea will b agportunilies Lo sttend wirkshogs wia Microsolt Taams and these will ba delivarad
by The dukism Serdce Teachers. Workshops will include:

» Suppdeting argEnisalion and independence
+ Deweloping strabeges to addess anctionsl well-being
+ Supporting the commurication nesds of the young persan

Disability Positive

Hewna - Dimabslity Posifve

There will also be information provided by Hioh schodl and Primary school 324004 foosing an Service:
effective it wirking. There will be regular bresks, throughout e moring. T Chilgran & Younyg Pecple

Spaach and L anguags Tharapy

Eeducarfion prograrmmes & build
krenwdecke and wn derstanding of
aufsm and empower families and

carers to advocate for auiste pecple
ey supprt.

Prenicer services, apparturifes and a
e to panphe with [ived experisnce
o disatility and lang-termn hesith

concdhifians, and Ser Brnilies.

Fallaraing Lhe event you will réceive a oogy of The futism Service Tramsition ba High Schoal Pack,
and this will b2 a useful toal bouse with the child wou are sugporting.

To apply please dlick on the link below OR scan the Ot code to
complete the short application form.

AL TR Tt T oLk i el Hione vent2 4

LV eshie west MiNDS || B@ kootn
Please note that thedosing date for applications will be Wednesday 31° lanuary 2024
You will receive your link and any visual pre o urse information by Friday 2™ February. Local Offer page YOUNG MINDS KOOTH

brtiges SFararar Jervonl

Sorneschildren and y oung proge
mary requine ex a suppart during Eese
edusaion. Databse of or garissions

and senvices offering sugpor and

,'131"9 for young pecple’s martal Oriirwr e, arrymenss and sale
e st for young pengie (o aooess

Hedzraand acvice for yaung pengle, fremzyes.

prers and profesionss.

Cheshire West
and Chester

(o]

CHESHIRE WEST
CARER SUPPORT

e to carers in Cheshire.

Are you caring for someone living
with a mental health condition, or
who has a learning disability?

If yes, we are here to help.

If you provide practical help and/or

emotional support to a friend,
relative or partner with a mental
health condition or a learning
disability then you are a carer.

making space

Kind hearted care and support

CONTACT US

To access our service please contact us today. You can self-refer or
be referred by your GP or a local agency. W

‘ 01606 606 694
’ Chgh.ire West Carer Support 57 CheshireWestCarerSupport@makingspace.co.uk

If you would like this leaflet in a different language or format,
please contact marketing@makingspace.co.uk.
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February and March 9am-11:30am

fipril and May 3:30pm-¢:30pm

Booking online advised

Mark your calendars for i ...
Morning Sessions (9 am - 11:30 am):
Sunday 11th February
Sunday 24th March
Afternoon Sessions (3:30 pm - 6:30 pm):
Sunday 21st April
Sunday 19th May
All dates are available to book here < https://checkout.roller.app/theicecreamfarm/products/booknow

https://checkout.roller.app/theicecreamfarm/products/booknow
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Family Fund

1'-;. Helping disabled children

The Marian Elizabeth Trust programme

In partnership with The Marian Elizabeth Trust, we are providing further grant support for families raising children and
young adults with multiple complex significant support needs living in specific locations across Birmingham,
Liverpool, Chester, Leicester, Peterborough and surrounding areas.

The Marian Elizabeth Trust programme

This grant funding is for families:

. on low incomes

. caring for children and young adults, up to the age of 21

. with multiple complex learning, communication and physical support needs

. living in Birmingham, Liverpool, Chester, Leicester, Peterborough and surrounding areas

Who is eligible for support?

To be eligible for a Marian Elizabeth Trust grant, you need to apply for a Family Fund grant first. Then, as part of your
application, our teams will assess whether you meet the criteria for this additional grant.

Alongside living in the areas outlined above, the child you're applying for needs to have three or four of the following,

to be eligible:
. a lifelong physical disability
. limited communication or non-verbal
. attendance at a specialist school for education
o a need for personal care for things like eating, washing, dressing.

If you think you could be eligible for this grant, please start a Family Fund application today using our online portal.
Then, our teams will contact you if you meet the criteria for this additional grant, once an assessment has been

completed.
Games, books and
Sensory toys music
Grants you can apply for
E Family breaks n Clothing m Games consoles Outdoor play
Computers and . Specialist trikes / Garden
m tablets Dayslovk bikes improvements
Furniture and . . - . ’ Clubs, hobbies and
E household Kitchen appliances E Driving ambitions \@ activitios
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Parents/Carers & Young People Information Webinars - Progression to Employment

(i Cheshire West
and Chester @ Greenbank
School @ ook () miter ) pint ) Emai

Cheshire West and Chester Council in partnership with our SEND Schools presents:

A Programme of Webinars for Parents/Carers & Young People to Support Progression to Further Learning & Employment

Title of Webinar:
Transport

Date: Wednesday28th February 2024
Summary of Content: How can the local authority support your child to access college and what can you do
yourself to prepare your child for independent travel?
Speaker(s):Nicole Mellor — Transport Team Cheshire West and Chester
Provider: Cheshire West & Chester Council
Time: 4-5pm
To Join: Click here to join the meeting

Title of Webinar:
Social Care, Day Services & Volunteering

Date: Wednesday 27th March 2024
Summary of Content: Find out how to access support to help all young people with disabilities fulfil their potential
and lead as independent life as possible. This webinar will look at care and support options including housing, day
care, finance, volunteering, etc..

Speaker(s): Kath Hingston - Transition Team Manager (Social Care) and Denise Garner - Service Manager Vivo LD

Day Services

Provider: Cheshire West and Chester Council and Vivo Care
Time: 4-5pm
To Join: Click here to join the meeting
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Live Well
Cheshire West

{/® Cheshire West
and Chester

INHS |

NEW FEATURE.... Discover Live Well Cheshire West.

Special Educational Needs (SEN) Managers

W and Chester

72 Cheshire West

i part without pricr parisiion from the copyright cwner.

In the link below you will find the roles and responsibilities (as of November 2023) of the SEN Managers. At the
bottom of the page, you will find the contact details for the team.
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Inclusion Matters
o

g Chashire West
anl Chester

According to the Department for Education (DfE), Inclusion is education that
includes everyone, with non-disabled and disabled young people, including
those with special educational needs and disability, learning together in
mainstream settings, schools, colleges, and universities. It is also about
the quality of all young peoples’ educational experiences, how all children and
young people are supported in schools to learn, achieve, and take part fully in
the life of schools and settings. Inclusion is about schools and settings
effectively responding to a wide range of needs in the classroom and all
teachers having the skills and confidence — and access to specialist advice
where necessary — to help all children and young people, including those with
Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND), to reach their potential and

have a positive impact on their lives.

Our Vision for is to be an Inclusive Borough and through our Inclusion
Strategy we want Cheshire West and Chester to be a borough where all
children and young people:

e are supported by all to get the best start in life

e are included in education regardless of their need, background, or
vulnerability

o find themselves welcomed into ‘good or better’ schools, settings, and
post-16 providers across the borough, (as judged by Ofsted)

To view our Inclusion Matters strategy click here.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Live Well Cheshire West - https://www.livewell.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Information Advice and Support Service (IASS) - Tel 0300 123
7001 https://www.livewell.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/Services/1279

SEN Team - Tel 0151 337 6505
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Starting Well - http://www.startingwell.org.uk/

West Cheshire 0-16 CAMHS Tel - 01244 393200
https://www.cwp.nhs.uk/services-and-locations/services/west-cheshire-0-16-camhs/

IPSEA- Call-in Helpline Tel- 0300 22 5899
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/Pages/Category/service-overview

CONTACT Advice Line -Tel-0808 808 3555
https://contact.org.uk/

Get Involved with the PCF....

RSS

We are always looking for new parents and carers to join us. You can attend meetings, give feedback to influence the services

your child or young person uses or help us to identify the gaps in services. Also, a chance to meet other parents and learn

about what's on offer in Cheshire West & Chester.

To contact us.....visit our website_www.pcfcheshirewest.org

email contact.pcfcwac@gmail.com

or join us for one of our meetings.
We hope to see you soon!
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Our mailing address is:
contact.pcfcwac@gmail.com
Want to change how you receive these emails?
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